
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY CaUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Oalifornia 
september 28, 1943 

The Oity COuncil of the Oity of Torranoe convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Oouncil Chamber, Oity Hall, TOrranoe~ C'alifornia, on 
TUesday, September 28, 1943, at '7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire oalled the meeting to order. 

Olerk Bartlett oalle~ the roll; those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcook, Oucoi, Hitchcock, Powell and MCGuire. Absent: 
COuncilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council'Chamher saluted the Flagr 

C'ouncllman Babcock moved'that the mip.utes of a Regular Meeting 
held september 14, 1943; and of an Adjourned Regular Keeting held 
September 17, 1943, be approved as written. Councilman Hitchoock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COUMUNICATIONS 

1 ~,.t 

.A. communication was read from Mr. H. C. Callihan, Secretary, 
Torrance Rodeo COmmittee, requesting permission to use the Munioipal 
Park for the purpose of staging a Rodeo, on October 1'7, 1943; explain
ing that this shaw was being put an under the name of the ~orranoe 
First .Annual Rodeo", hoping to make this ~n annual event for the bene
fit and entertainment of the residents of TOrrance, and also to stim
ulate the sale of War Bonds; assuranoe being given that arrangements 
had been made with a reputable insurance company to furnish public 
Liability Insurance. 

Atter some discussion, Councilman Cucci moved that the request 
of the Torrance ElOdeo Committee for use of the Municipal Park an 
October 17, 1943, be granted, with the stipulation th~t the Park be 
returned to its present condition, and the expense for Liability In
surance will be met by the Rodeo Committee. Counoilman Powell seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously • 

. A communioation was read from Mrs. Francis p.Bartley, request
ing :permission to park a trailer on the premises of a relative, at 
22l5t Andreo Avenue, explaining that they had reoentlY,arrived from 
the East in this house trailer, in which they had invested $2200.00, 
and were now having difficulty in either finding a suitable location 
to park their trailer or to find housing accommodations of any kind. 

Counoilmari Powell said he believed that under the present war 
emergency conditions they should be given permission to move the 
trailer in, for a period ,of ~i~ety days, or until such time as they 
can find a home, and provided sanitary t~oilities are available to 
them; whereupon he moved that the request of Mrs. Franoes P. Bartley 
be granted under the oonditions he had outlined. 

Mayor McGuire called at,tention to the fact that a previous re
quest to park a trailer alongside a gasoline station at cravens 
Avenue and Torranoe Blvd. had been turned down three times; and if 
one trailer is allowed in ~rr.nce we would have to allow them all. 

Engineer Jain said that numberous requests had been reoeived tor 
this same privilege and they had all been told we have no authority 
to issue a permit of that kind; adding however, that he d1d f~e1 
that some remedy should be given. 

Councilman Hitchcook stated he believed an Ordinanoe had been 
adopted by the City covering the establishment of trailer oamps, and 
inquired why no one had taken advantage of this. 
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Engineer Jain replied that an effort had been made to interest 
someone in establishing a trailer oamp, but that it represented a 
considerable investment, as necessary sanitary facilities had to be 
constructed. He further stated that there are three or four build
ings in the City where families are living in store rooms under very 
unsanitary conditions; far worse than trailers would be. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested that limited permits might be 
granted, and when they can find a house to rent they should take 
advantage of it. 

Councilman CUcci questtoned whether such an authorization would 
be legal in view of the present Ordinance regulating 1t-ailers. 

Mayor McGuire inquired of the C1ty Attorney as to what procedure 
could be taken aga1nst anyone parking a trailer in Torrance in vlo1a
t~on of the terms of the present Ordinance. 

Attorney MoCall replied that someone would have to file a com
plaint against them; or the Council could authorize the Chiet ot 
Police to cite them into Court. 

After some further discussion, Mayor McGuire asked if there was 
a second to Councilman Powell's motion. As no second was offered, 
the motion tailed to oarry. 

Councilman Hitchcook then moved that the request ot Mrs. Franois 
P. Bartley be referred to,the Council as a whole tor further ,consid
eration and report at the next meeting. COuncilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from Mr. Lloyd Aldr1oh, City Engineer 
of the City ot Los Angeles,'adTising that the fi~ of Jones & Gilbert, 
Engineers tor the subdivider of oertain property in Los Angeles, in 
the immediate vic1n1ty of Western Avenue and 205rd street, had re
quested his office to negot1ate with the C1ty of Torrance relative 
to the disposal at about 0.25 of a seoond toot of sewage trom their 
said property into an eXisting 24 inch sanitary sewer oonstructed by 
the Defense Plant corporation, the conneotion to be made wi thin the. 
City of Torrance approximately 80 feet from the boundary line ot the 
two oi ties. 

Councilman Baboock inquired if this letter referred to the same 
subdivision, whioh was discussed and acted upon at the last meeting 
of the Council. 

Engineer Jain replied that apparently it did, and that he had 
already addressed a letter to tbe ,Board of Public .orks, ot the City 
of Los Angelas, setting forth the conditions agreed upon by the Coun
cil at their last meeting; and stated that evidently this letter had 
not been reoeived, -and they are asking for the same informat10n. 

Oounoilman Babcook moved that the Oity Engineer be instructed 
to forward Mr. Lloyd Aldrioh, City Engineer ot the City of LOs .Angeles 
a oopy of the letter be had written to the Los Angeles Board of public 
WOrks, setting forth the terms and conditions agreed upon by the City 
Oounail tor use ot the sanitary sewer at 203rd Street. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

" 

.A. communioat10n was read from 14r. D. L. Bundy, Vioe-President, 
Public Works Offioer's Dept., League of California Cities, urging 
that the <:ity Engineer be authorized to attend the 45th Annual Con
terenoe of ~he Leagu~ of California Cities, to be held in sacramento, 
Ootober 19-20-21, in Tiew of the tact that the entire conferenoe is 
to be devoted to Post-war Planning. 

Mayor MoGuire asked Engineer Jain it he would rather attend 
the Conterenoe of orhe League ot Calitornia Cities, or the conterence 
of the Paoitio Coast BUilding Officials, to be held in san Franoisco 
October 5th and 6th, Which had been authorized at the last Council 
meeting. 

Following some discuss10n it wa-s agreed that Engineer Jain 
should attend the Pacifio Coast Building Otfioials Conterence in 
san Franoisoo, and counoilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer's 
expenses tor attending this C'onferenoe, on October 5th and 6th, be 
paid, in an amount not to exceed $100.00. Councilman Baboook 



seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: . COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUcci, Hitchcock, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1609 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, . ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
CERTAIN TAX DEEDED LANDS IN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, AND lNSTRUCTING THE CITY 
CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 

Counollman. Babcook moved that Resolution NO. 1609 be adopted. 
COuncilman Hitchcock ~eoond.d the ~tion, which was oarried by the 
fpllowing roll oal1 vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, cucci, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and MaGuire. IDES: COUNCILMEN.: None. ABSENT: 
CaUNC ILMEN: None. 

coun~ilman Cucci moved that Mr. Ernest Z. Lopp be employed as 
a temporary Fireman, to fill the vaoancy caused by the illness of 
Engineer Parry, at a salary of $160.09 per month, effective as of 
september 27, 1943. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which 
wascarri~d by the following roll call Tote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, CUcci, Hi tch5)ock, Powell and MCGuire. HOJS: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None • 

. Counoilman Cucci presented a draft of a proposed ordinance, 
areating a fund for capital outlay~, which he requested Clerk 
Bartlett to read. He explained that he wished to bring this up 
for discu~sion in order to get the views of the Counoil concerning 
this matter. 

Clerk Bartlett thereupon read in full: 

ORDINANCE NO. 348 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE CREATING 
A FUND FOR CAPITAL OUTLAYS. 

Aft~r some discussion, Counoilman cucci moved that Ordinanoe 
No. 348 be adopted for first reading. COuncilman Babcock seoonded 
the mot1on, which wa~ oarried by the following roll ~all Tote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUCCi, Hitchcook, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

COunoilman CUcci stated he had an inquiry from the City ' Engineer 
regarding the proper License fee to charge heating contractors; 
stating that at the present time they had been treated as plumbing 
eontractors and charged the fee of $50.00~ established by the Plumb
ing Ordinanoe; but he believed heating contractors should oome under 
the group o·f -unclassified" business and only oharged a fee of 112.00. 

After 90nsiderable disoussion, Mayor MCGuire suggested that the 
City Engineer take this matter up at the Building 9ffioials Confer
ence in San Franoisco, and find out how other cities are handling 
this matter. 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved that an.appropriat1on of $350~OOt 
plus tax, be made for a new motor block and olutch parts for the 
thn ... ton . Fordson Roller. COuneilman Babcook seoondled the motion, 
which was carried by ~he following roll call vote: . AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcook, CUcoi, Hitohoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Counoilman Hitohoook stated that Engineer Jain had requested 
information regarding the terms of the contract with Mr. Green for 
the eollection of garbage, as same applied to the new houses. which 
are completed eaoh month. 

Engineer Jain explained that it is not olear whether this charge 
is to be fifty cents per month for each new building, or for eaoh 
new residential unit; and in the case of courts and apartment houses 
would be computed on the basis of the number of apartments oontained 
therein. 

Clerk Bartlett advised that Mr. Green had said he would only 
charge fifty cents per residence or building, and apartment houses 
would be considered as one building. 

_ Oouncilman Babcock moved that- an appropriation of tJ.68.06, be 
authorized for the purchase of parts from the Crown Body & Coach 
Corporation for the- repair of transmission on Bus No. 102. COuncil
men Hitchcock seconded- the motion, 1fhi ah was carried by the folIo .... 
ing ro·ll call vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitohcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN-: None. .ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: 
None. 

COunoilman Babcook moved that an appropriation of tf)1.92 be 
made for the purchase of parts to repair motor on Bus 102, from the 
Crown Body & Coach corporation. -counoilman Hitohcock seconded the 
motion, whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUco1, H1tchoook, Powell and MOGuire. NOES: 
COUNCIIJIIm: Kone. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

councilman Baboook moved that an appropriation of $77.15 be 
made for the purohase of parts to repair differential on Bus No. 
101, from Jumbo Equipment Company. Counoilman H1 tchoock seconded the 
motion, whioh _s carried by the :following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNOIIJlIm: Baboock, CUcci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcook moved that an appropriation of t5l.25, be 
made for the purohase of commutation books for the Bus Department. 
counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Oucci, 
Hitchoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES~ COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that an appropriation of $994.159 be 
authorized for reoonditioning motor, transmission and differential 
units on Bus No. 104 by The White MOtor Company. Oounoilman Hitohcock 
seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Babcock, CUoci, Hitchcock, Powell and 
MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Oouncilman Babcook moved that an appropriation of $994.89 be. 
authorized for reconditioning ohassis, wheels, axels, steering appa
ratus and wiring on Bus No. 104 by the Illite Motor Oompany. Coun
cilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUoci, 
H1tchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

COunoilman Baboook moved that Claude Kuhn be employed as bus 
driver, on a tamporary baSis, at a salary oft170.00 per month, 
effeotive september 22, 1943. Oouncilman Hitohoook seoonded the 
motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
OOUNCILMEN: Babcook, Cuo01, Hitchoock, Powell and MOGuire. NOES: 
OOUNCIIJ4EN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIJfEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire brought up the matter of traffio stripe painting 
which had been referred to the Counoil for designation of streets 



on which the -beaded- type of paint shall be applied. 
COunoilman Hitchoock moved that an expenditure of not to exceed 

$1000.00 be made for tratfic stripe painting; and that the City 
Engineer be authori~ed to ~es1gnate the streets to be stt1ped with 
the "beaded-' type of paint. COunoilman Babcook seconded the motion, 
whioh was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Baboook, CUcci, Hi tchoook, Powell and IIcGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Dyor MaGuire moved that an approprietion of $250.00 be author
b .ed ror the purohase of one Benoh Lathe 12- x 54- ca:nplete with 
stand, motor, ohuck, face plate, oenters and tool holders with tools, 
for the water nepartment. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll 0411 vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Baboook, CUoci, Hi tchcook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: CODN
OII.MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCI:utJ!:N: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of $150.00 be auth
ori~ed for the purchase of one floor model industrial type drill 
press, oomplete with motor and ohuck, for the \Yater Department. 
Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, which was carried by the . 
following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUooi, 
Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: . COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Chief stroh advised that he ·had submitted a request for auth
orization to employ Harry Thompson as a Patrolman, and inquired if 
this had been overlooked. 

co,unoil.man Ponll moved that Mr. Harry Thompson be employed as 
a Patrolman, as a war emergency employee, at a salary of $160.00 
per month, effective september 22, 1943. councilman Babcook seoonded 
the motion, which was oarried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Cuoci, Hitchcook, Powell and MoGuire. 
NOES: COUNCIU4EN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Oh1ef Stroh stated that the Federal Housing COmmission wanted 
to know what the War Service Department of the Torrance Civilian 
Defense was doing in regard to housing oonditions in Torranoe; also 
whether we had taken any aotion in regard to securing addi tio,nal 
help for Mr. MaoDonnell's office;: stating that the State would pay 
one-half of the expense for a clerk or stenographer. The Chiet 
stated Mr. MacDonneil needed help in his of rice to handle the many 
calls for housing accommodations, and suggested the Civilian Defense 
Committee hold a meeting as soon as possible. 

Mayor McGuire advised that he would oall a meetiBg of the 
Defense Counoil. 

Chief stroh also brought up the matter of providing sleeping 
aocommodations for service men, and advised that the state would 
furnish fifty peroent ot the cost of that service; the City to pay 
the balance. He stated that hardly a nignt passes but some serviee 
man requests permission to sleep in the City Jail, and he thought 
some plaoe should be provided for them, and that probably half a 
dozen oots would be suffioient. 

Mr. Grover Whyte, Editor of the 'r'orrance Herald, stated it was 
his understanding, in regard to the war housing office, that half 
of the expenses, aside from the rent, which is paid by the Chamber 
of Commerce, are now paid by a fund which is rai.ed by the aircraft 
and ship-building industries, and beoause of that fact they are in
sisting . that their employees get a ohanee at the houses in Torranoe; 
and Mr. Whyte thought someone should contaot the local industries 
to contribute to this fund. 

~Ul 



Engineer Jain asked the crouncil what should be done about th~ 
o·ver-crowded conditions in the store rooms; stating that he had 
reported the matter to the County Health authorities, and they-
come to us, asking what we want them to do, and that it 1s apparently 
up to the 01 ty to take some action. Be a.tated-that the owners or 
these stores are charging from $2'5.00 to $40.00 per month for these 
ftoant storerooms, with no sanitary oondit1ons, except the bare 
min1mum. 

rollo.ing a disoussion of this matter, COuncilman Powell moved 
that the Clt~Attorney be instruoted to investigate this condition 
and make a recommendation to the City Engineer as soon as pOSSible, 
as to the necessary prooedure to follow to combat this condition. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which W~8 oarried unanimously. 

Maya.r McGuire instructed Clerk Bartlett to arrange for a meet
ing with the Associated ABaessment Engineers on 'rhursday, september 
30th, at 5:00 0 'olock F.M.; and for a meeting with the Defense Coun
oil at 6:00 P.M., the same day. 

Counoilman Baboook moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. counoilman Hitohoook seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried 
by the . following roll call vote: AYES: COtJNCII..MEN: ~ Babcook, cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: -COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 9:20 P.M., on motion of Counoilman CUCCi, seconded by Coun
oilman Baboock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

dlnN-7k~ 
Mayor of the bity of ~orranoe 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEE'l'ING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

01ty 01erk or the 01ty or 7Qrranoe 

TOrrance, ca11fornia 
October 13, l.Sl43 

'!'be Ci ty Council of the 01 ty of Torrance conve~d in a Regular 
Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, TOrrance, california, 
on Wednesday, October 13, 1943; TUesday, October 12, having been a 
legal holiday. 

Maya.r McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called th~ rOllt those answering prese-nt bemg 
Councilmen: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchooc)t, Powell and McGuire. Absent: 
COunoilmen: None. 

All those pre:sent 1n the Council Chamber saluted the p"lag~ 

Counoilman CUoci moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held september 28, H43, be approved as written. oouncilman 
Hitchcook seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

epose

epose


